PEMBINA COUNTY ZONING BOARD
September 12, 2023
Pembina County Zoning Board met with the following members present:

Kirk Morrison, James Benjaminson, Tom Cummings, Craig Vaughn, Darin Otto, and Andrew Cull. Absent: Lacey Hinkle and Blaine Papenfuss.
Chairperson Benjaminson called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Minutes of the September 7, 2022 meeting were reviewed and accepted upon motion of Craig Vaughn and seconded by Andrew Cull.  All voting in favor; motion carried.
Application received from Vince Austfjord, for River Junction C-Store, LLC, for a conditional use permit to construct a 40’ x 30’ addition on the east side of the existing building to be used as a tavern, in Pt SE¼SE¼ of Section 11 of Akra Township. 
No individuals appeared to object the request. Auditor presented an email, received from Terry Samson of Queen Valley, Arizona, in objection to the variance. Discussion followed.
Motion made by Craig Vaughn and seconded by Darin Otto to approve the request as presented. Roll call vote: Kirk Morrison – yes; James Benjaminson – yes; Tom Cummings – yes; Craig Vaughn – yes; Darin Otto – yes; Andrew Cull - yes. Motion carried.

Application received from G & B Thompson Partnership for a conditional use permit for a variance of County Highway 44 right-of-way, to allow additional room for a 24’ high by 42’ diameter grain bin construction and truck access and movement, in the SE¼ of Section 23 of Drayton Township. Board reviewed the maps provided by Mr. Thompson. 
No individuals appeared to object to the request.

Motion made by Darin Otto and seconded by Craig Vaughn, to approve the request as presented. Roll call vote: Roll call vote: Kirk Morrison – yes; James Benjaminson – yes; Tom Cummings – yes; Craig Vaughn – yes; Darin Otto – yes; Andrew Cull - yes. Motion carried.

The vacant position on the Board was discussed. Motion made by Darin Otto to appoint Chris Jackson of Walhalla to fill the unexpired term of Lawrence Gapp. Second by Craig Vaughn. All voting in favor; motion carried. 

Board discussed zoning regulations for the mining of sand, gravel, clay, and general ground excavation. Auditor presented regulations adopted by Rich Township in Cass County. Discussion followed. Auditor will contact the state to see what the set-back regulation is for these operations. 

Brian Thompson appeared to discuss his conditional use permit request. Mr. Thompson asked how much of a variance was allowed. Craig Vaughn stated the variance could be between 50’ to 75’ for the truck access and movement.
Motion made by Craig Vaughn and seconded by Darin Otto to adjourn the meeting. All voting in favor; motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 am.
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Linda Schlittenhard
Secretary, Pembina County Zoning Board
